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HOT NEWS

Chairman’s Corner by  Tim Walsh

Since its formation over fifty years ago, many outstanding members have chaired the

FPD.  I am honored to serve you in that capacity. I’d like to thank Al Damico for his

time and work as Chairman of FPD. Al had a passion for the SPI and saw the benefit

that the SPI provided its membership. Al was the first “supplier “to become

Chairman after a bylaw change. As you might know, Al has moved on to be

Executive Vice President of SPI. We wish him the best in his new position.

PROVIDING MEMBER VALUE

There have been many changes over the past eighteen years that I have been

with the FPD. One constant has been protecting the interests of the industry

and the membership through a steady stream of environmental and regulatory

issues.  We continue to address two current industry Issues – PFOA and

the Leeds Green Building initiative, which proposes to deselect halogenated

materials from all medical building projects.

In the current economic crisis, it is essential that FPD provide enhanced value

to its membership at reduced cost. This has been a key objective of the

Executive Committee for some time. The e-mail member value survey, led

by Terence Neville and Mike Patterson, was sent by the suppliers to their

customer lists. 235 responded. The membership committee is reviewing the

responses for discussion with the Executive committee at the Spring Conference.

SPRING 2009 CONFERENCE AT PALM SPRINGS

The FPD Executive Committee and and SPI staff continue to work in these challenging

times to provide the membership with a cost affective way to come together to address

industry issues. The Spring Conference in May is being held jointly with the Machinery

Division. The agenda includes an Aerospace Industry Update, an Industry Regulatory

Update on Halogenated Materials, “SPI Looking Ahead,” by SPI President Bill

Carteaux, “The Greening of America” by Lowell Catlett, and a  financial update.  By

having a joint conference, we were able to obtain Howard Fineman, Newsweek editor

and leading political reporter and commentator, as keynote speaker. A decision on the

fall conference will be made following the spring conference, taking into account the

attendance levels and the state of  economy.

FPD WORLD AT NPE 2009

Nine companies have signed up for booths at FPD World at NPE2009, and only three

booths remain in the current configuration. Please consider taking a booth for your

company. The pavilion will be expanded as demand requires.

The Spring conference will have a strong business programs, reasonable room rates,

and you should have  lower airfares. I hope to see you there!!

Tim Walsh

Chairman FPD

tim@jeneet.com

¿Whitford Acquires Akzo

NonStick Coatings - P2

¿AGCCA announces

reorganization plan - P3



FLUORONEWS | WINTER 2009 | PAGE 2 PI)

INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHTS

FluoroNews is published

by the Society of the

Plastics Industry, Inc.,

Fluoropolymers Division.

SPI will publish brief

summaries of events of

interest to members in

the Industry Highlights

section as part of its

continuing effort to meet

the needs and interests

of the fluoropolymer

industry.  Publication of

such information is

subject to FluoroNews

editorial and other SPI

policies.  See page 3.

to Industry Highlights on page 4

ADVANCED FLEXIBLE COMPOSITES, Inc. (AFC) is pleased to announce the formation of its

QSR (Quick Service Restaurant) business group. The QSR business groups’ central focus will be to

provide industry leading service and innovative smallwares to the commercial cooking industry.

APPLIED PLASTICS has introduced  a PTFE coating service for stainless steel and nitinol

hypodermic tubing used in medical devices without altering their physical properties. Applied

Plastics PTFE Coating Service precisely applies PTFE onto the O.D. of stainless steel or nitinol

hypotubes with 0.0001 in. to 0.0004 in. tolerance. Featuring a smooth, highly lubricious coating

that assures easy arterial transfer, the coating does not alter the physical properties of the tubing.

FLUOROTHERM started out as a specialty manufacturer of fluoropolymer products in 1992.

Now, not only have they moved to expand operations here in the US but also overseas.  Their

newest products include: 1) An expanded tubing line to cover a broad range of sizes in PTFE, FEP,

PFA, ETFE, and PVDF, 2) Immersion coil heat exchangers for high temperature use with PVDF

frames and either FEP or PFA tubing, and Custom fabricated tube products with flared, flanged

custom shapes.

WHITFORD WORLDWIDE AND AKZO NOBEL announced 19 January 2009 that

the Akzo Nobel Non Stick Coatings LLC division (ANNS) has been purchased by

Whitford and the two companies have already begun to integrate. “This merger is a

particularly good match” said Whitford president David P. Willis, Jr. “We are both in the

same business, but with strengths in different geographical markets.”

 All ANNS and Whitford products will continue to be manufactured and offered to

customers around the world. ANNS trade names are part of the purchase, and will

become part of Whitford’s portfolio. Product designation codes will be maintained to

prevent confusion.

WHITFORD now offers many coatings in new formulas that are totally free of PFOA.

All Whitford facilities offer both low- and PFOA-free coatings. Samples and production

quantities of the new PFOA-free coatings in our Excalibur®, HALO®, Eclipse®,

QuanTanium®, and Quantum2®lines are available now.

W. L. GORE introduced GORE-TEX® Gloves with X-TRAFIT™ Product Technology

in January 2009. GORE-TEX® Gloves with X-TRAFIT™ Product Technology are

made with a patented construction technique where the liner and insert are permanently

bonded together, also utilizing Gore’s grip tape on the inside of the shell of the glove which

prevents any movement between the layers under pressure.GORE-TEX® gloves with X-TRAFIT™

Product technology excel in a variety of snowsports environments, including backcountry skiing,

park and pipe riding and spring skiing.

ARKEMA has developed a new process that eliminates fluorosurfactants from its Kynar 500®

PVDF. Arkema is introducing Kynar 500® PVDF (polyvinylidene fluoride) resin made using a new

fluorosurfactant-free (FSF) process. Arkema’s recently completed expansion of its Calvert City,

Kentucky facility and its recently announced Changshu, China plant will feature this new technol-

ogy in its production of Kynar 500® PVDF.

DYNEON is adding capacity in Singapore for its Dyneon™ Scotchshield™ Film 17, a backsheet

for c-Si photovoltaic (PV) solar modules. Product from the facility is expected to be available

early 2010 or sooner. The Dyneon™ Scotchshield™ Film 17 utilizes a sophisticated multi-layer

construction consisting of an outer fluoropolymer film bonded to a proprietary PET film which is
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PEOPLE  ON THE MOVE
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ADVANCED FLEXIBLE COMPOSITES, INC. (AFC) announced the promotion of Ismael

Salomon to Marketing Associate. Initially Ismael will be active in developing and implementing

our new “AFCBASE” lead generation system.

DAIKIN AMERICA… Shawn W. Hickey joined Daikin’s Unidyne™ sales team as a Technical

Sales Representative responsible for the sales activities of Unidyne products in the paper market.

DANIEL LOFFA… We have lost an old FPD friend.  AGCCA’s Sales

Manager Dan Loffa passed away on November 9, 2008.  He is survived by

his wife Maria and three children.  Dan joined AGCCA’s sales team in 1996

as an Account Rep before his promotion to PTFE Business Manager –

Fluon® in 2003 and Sales Manager in May 2006.  He will be sorely

missed.

AGC CHEMICALS AMERICAS INC. (AGCCA)

announces reorganization plan, effective January 2009,

to improve business focus and streamline commercial

operations.

Jim Brennan is now Business Manager for all fluoropolymer compounds.

Jonathan Clapp - PTFE Business Manager has been appointed to the position

of Technical Marketing Specialist.

Gary Eckrote - Business Manager of Specialties has been appointed to the

newly created position of Corporate Supply Chain Manager targeting cost

reductions and inventory management.  Yosuke Kobayashi - Senior Planning

Manager of Fluoropolymers has been appointed Business Director for

Fluoropolymers which is responsible for business management of both

Fluoropolymer compounds and Fluoropolymers imported from Japan and

Europe.

Dr. Evan Laganis – Fluoropolymers Business Director is now Senior Director

of Business.   Evan served on the SPI FPD Executive Committee and has now

moved on to serve on the SPI National Board.

Michael Lim - Technical Sales Rep has been appointed the NA Sales Manager

for all fluoropolymer products. Joseph Proof - Business Manager for Fluon®

Melt Processable Compounds and Fluorocopolymer Resins is now Business

Manager for all Fluorocopolymers. Dave Van Goor - Marketing and Exton

Facilities Manager has been appointed to the position of Accounts Manager

with sales responsibility for the Eastern region of the USA.

SHAMROCK TECHNOLOGIES continues to add new people as it beefs

up its market diversification and product line expansion. The move was

sparked initially by the addition of long-time SPI member and former W. L.

Gore Associate, Richard Baillie, one year ago. As the year progressed, a

number of other professionals joined Shamrock or assumed new roles.

Todd Fredette joined the company last April as a leader in New Business

Development. Frank Cistone, PhD, joined the company in October as Product

Development & Technical Leader.

Ed Schneider also joined Shamrock in October last year as Global Communi-

cations Leader and a member of the company’s Senior Leadership Team. In

December, Nick Neuberg was named PTFE Purchasing Leader replacing

Chris Fillion. n

Dan Loffa
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SECTION CORNER

Steve Schwartz,

Coaters Chair

Eric Walsh,

Processors Chair

bonded to EVA film to complete the multilayer backsheet. This inner EVA layer

of the backsheet bonds to EVA cell encapsulants during the PV module

lamination process.

DAIKIN INDUSTRIES announced that Daikin and its subsidiaries intend to

stop manufacturing, using and selling Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) and C8

telomer-based water and oil repellent products by the end of 2012. PFOA is

used during the manufacturing process of some plastics, and a trace amount of

it may remain after manufacturing. PFOA is not used in the manufacture of

“C8” protective products, but it does occur as a byproduct of the manufacturing

process. PFOA is not regulated, but concerns about the material have been

expressed. Daikin will voluntarily replace all existing products with alternative

non-PFOA products.

DUPONT PERFORMANCE ELASTOMERS (DPE) introduced Kalrez®

perfluoroelastomer parts specifically designed for the photovoltaic market in

October 2008.  Kalrez® parts are used to help improve sealing reliability in

critical PV wafer processing equipment that uses plasma, high heat and

aggressive chemicals. Dupont also plans to double  production capacity for its

high-performance DuPont™ Tedlar® films to the photovoltaic solar industry.

DUPONT FLUOROPOLYMER SOLUTIONS called for entries for the

2008 Plunkett Awards for Innovation & Sustainability in the Americas,

Europe/Middle East/Africa and Asia Pacific. This year, the 2008 Plunkett

Awards will include new sustainability selection criteria as well as increased

award values and honorable mentions. The 2008 Plunkett Award entry

Industry Highlights - from page 2

to Industry Highlights on page 7

We will be having a joint meeting with the Machinery Division at the

Spring 2009 Conference. There will not be any section breakouts at this

conference. All Tuesday events are combined with Machinery Division.

Section Activities are, however, continuing. Both the Coaters and

Processors Sections are working hard to reach new and old member

prospects and make them aware of what Section membership can do for

them.

Coaters and Processors Sections... For  more information on FPD’s

Custom Coaters Section,  go to www.customcoatings.org.  For informa-

tion on FPD’s Processors Section, go to www.ptfeparts.org.  

Wire and Cable... The FPD Wire and Cable section is still waiting for

USGBC’s responses to comments on US Green Building Council’s

LEED draft standard for health care buildings. The section is monitoring

other green building initiatives to help steer towards the use of sound

science to quantify environmental impact of equal function material

alternatives. The section is also awaiting feedback from an independent

critical review panel of a life cycle analysis study written in 2008. Codes

and Standards activities continue to be significant; currently focused on the 2011 National Electri-

cal CodeTM. The report on proposals meeting for NEC was completed in January 2009.
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Sunday, May 3
4:00  pm Executive Committee Meeting
6:00 pm Welcome Reception

Monday,  May 4
7:30 am Continental Breakfast
8:00 am Issue Management Committee

Update
9:00 am FPD Division Business Meeting
10:00 am Aerospace Industry Update (Jim

Hunt)
10:45 am Industry Regulatory Update-

Halogenated Materials (SPI)
11:30 am Lunch on your own.
12:00 pm Golf Event with Machinery

Division
13:00 pm Aerial TramTour
6:00 pm Reception

Dinner on your own

Tuesday, May 5 ( All Tuesday events
combined with Machinery Division)
7:30  am Continental Breakfast
8:00  am SPI Looking Ahead - 2009 and

beyond (Bill Carteaux, President,
SPI)

8:30  am “Greening of America,” (Lowell
Catlett, Futurist)

10:00 am Speaker - Financial Market
(TBD)

11:00 am “A View from Washington,”
(Keynote Speaker, Howard
Fineman, Newsweek Editor)

Noon Lunch on your own
1:00 pm Golf Tournament/Tours
6:30 pm Reception/Dinner/Awards

SPRING 09 CONFERENCE AT PALM SPRINGS

The Spring 2009 FPD Conference will be held on May 3-5, 2009 at the

Hyatt Grand Champions Resort near Palm Springs, CA.  It will be co-

located with the Machinery Division. There will not be any section

breakouts at this conference. You’ll delight in this charming hotel in Palm

Springs that embodies the pinnacle of graciousness and style.

The room rate for SPI is $185 (plus $18 resort fee). Please make your

reservations early. Dial 800/233-1234 and mention the SPI FPD meeting

The SPI rate is available until April 10, 2009.

BUSINESS PROGRAM
The agenda includes an Aerospace Industry Update, an Industry Regula-

tory Update on Halogenated Materials, “SPI Looking Ahead” by SPI

President Bill Carteaux, “The Greening of America” by Lowell Catlett,

and a financial update.  The Keynote Speaker is Howard Fineman,

Newsweek editor and leading political reporter and commentator.

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS
¿ Knotts Soak City / Camelot Park

¿ Joshua Tree National Park

¿ Living Desert / Indian Canyons

RESORT ACTIVITIES
¿ Agua Serena Spa & Salon Including the Medical and Skin Spa

¿ Indian Wells Golf Resort with 36 Award-Winning Holes

LOCATION/DIRECTIONS
Hyatt Grand Champions (Tel: 760/341-1000)

44-600 Indian Wells Lane

Indian Wells, California 92210

Self parking is complimentary. Daily valet parking is $7.

Airports... Guests may choose from three airports, Palm Springs Interna-

tional Airport, Ontario International Airport and Los Angeles International

Airport (LAX). The concierge can assist you with  airport transportation.

SPOUSE AND GUEST ACTIVITIES
The Buffet Breakfast for Spouses and Guests is  9-10 am on Monday,

jointly with the Machinery Division.

GOLF/TOURS
We are having a Monday golf event with the Machinery Division at 12:00

pm at the Hyatt Players Course. Cost is $135 including green fees and

cart. Tuesday’s golf tournament will be at the Celebrity Course at the

Hyatt at 1pm with the Machinery division. Cost is also $135.

Tours... For the non-golfers, this conference offers two exciting afternoon

tours. These tours are open to attendees and spouses. Monday’s Tour is

the Palm Springs Aerial Tram at Mt. Jacinto for $100 from 1-5 pm.

Tuesday’s Tour is a desert jeep tour of the San Andreas fault for $125

from 1-5 pm.

REGISTRATION
You can register on-line, check attendees, and view the business  pro-

grams  at www.fluoropolymers.org.  n
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FALL 20008 CONFERENCE  AT  SCOTTSDALE

Conference Presenters

Bernard Kippelen

J. D. Hayworth

John Goodman

Melissa Hockstad

FALL  2008 FPD CONFERENCE

was held September 21-23, 2008 at

Western Kierland Resort in Scottsdale,

AZ. There is something for everyone at

The Westin Kierland

Resort & Spa, including

the Kierland Golf Club and

the ambiance, shopping,

and dining in Scottsdale.

The golf enthusiasts again

got up at the crack of dawn

on Sunday morning to play

the Talon Course at the

Grayhawk Golf Club.

This challenging course            Kierland Resort Golf

provides  breathtaking views of the nearby McDowell Mountains.

The FPD members and friends enjoyed seeing many old and new friends that evening

at the Welcome Reception.

Monday morning kicked off with a continental breakfast followed by an Issues

Management Committee update of the PFOA situation around the world.  This was

followed by discussion of federal and state environmental and health  initiatives by

Jane Adams, SPI’s Director of State Government Affairs.  Dr. Bernard Kipperlen, a

professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering at Georgia Tech, discussed Organic

Optoelectronics.

Section Breakouts…The Wire and Cable Section meeting started at 8:30 am.

Melissa Hockstad, SPI, gave an update on the Green Building Initiative. After lunch,

custom coaters and Processors had their Breakouts.  The processors joined the

Coaters to hear a Reach Update by Keller and Heckman.

After a reception that evening the members were free for dinner on their own.

On Tuesday morning, a continental breakfast was followed by the Divisional

Business meeting. John Goodman, the Sr. Vice President and Chief Technology and

Innovation Officer for Entegris gave a very interesting talk on Fuel Cells, a key

development area for providing alternative renewable sources of energy. The technol-

ogy (including uses of fluoropolymers) applications and hurdles to market adoption of

fuel cells was discussed.

The  keynote speaker was J. D. Hayworth, former US Congressman, author, and

broadcaster, who did an entertaining “2008 Election Analysis.”

After lunch, the golfers headed out to to enjoy the “Western Kierland Golf Experi-

ence.”

The Division thanks AGC Chemicals Americas, Daikin-America, Dupont, Dyneon,

and Solvay Solexis for their generous donations in support of this conference. n
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FALL 2008 CONFERENCE PICTURES

period closed  Jan. 15, 2009  The winners will be announced in February 2009, and will

receive special recognition worldwide.

DYNEON is leading the industry with the introduction of its new emulsifier, Dyneon™ADONA™

Emulsifier, which eliminates the use of ammonium perfluorooctanoate (APFO), a salt derived from

perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), completely from its production of fluoropolymers. With the

development of its new emulsifier technology, Dyneon is on track to be the first to achieve the goal

of eliminating the use of PFOA.

SOLVAY SOLEXIS launched a new product line, Aquivion™, an innovative perfluorosulfonic

acid (PFSA) polymer specifically designed for today’s Fuel Cell industry.   Aquivion™ PFSA

features lower equivalent weight than competitive polymers and its short side chains make it unique

among ionically conductive perfluoropolymers (ionomers).  Aquivion™ PSFA is available as

membranes and as dispersions. Aquivion™ products’ superior properties allow the design of

simpler and more efficient Polymer Electrolyte Fuel Cell systems.

SOLVAY SOLEXIS has struck a joint development agreement with Strategic Polymer Sciences

(SPS), which specializes in polymeric electronic materials. The agreement is about large-scale

production of ultra-high-energy density capacitor dielectric materials based on biaxially-oriented

PVDF. PVDF- capacitors can achieve about ten times higher energy loads compared to capacitors

based on conventional materials. n

Industry Highlights - from page 4
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SPI  FLUOROPOLYMERS NOTES

SPI CONTACTS

Terry Peters, Exec. Dir.     202/974-5233

Jennifer Goldman, Asst. Dir 202/974-5234

FPD Fax No. 202/293-0005

FPD Email: fluoro@plasticsindustry.org

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE…

Tim Walsh was nominated and unanimously approved as the

Chairman through May 31, 2010.  The prior Chairman, Al Damico,

is now Executive VP of SPI. Bob Smith was nominated and

unanimously approved as the Vice Chairman through May 31, 2010.

2009 ASSESSMENT… The FPD Executive Committee approved a

$750 assessment for 2009. The assessments will be sent on the same

form as the SPI dues statement.

MONTHLY FPD HIGHLIGHTS has been reformatted in similar

style to SPI Link and has now been downsized to a 2 page format.

Please include E. Robert (Bob) Hill on your press release list at

eben_hill@msn.com, so we can note the accomplishments and

honors of your Company and Staff.

FLUOROGUIDE… We are updating the tables monthly, or as

needed. Jennifer Goldman at jgoldman@plasticsindustry.org will

handle future updates of FluoroGuide and the related tables.

SPI, the plastics industry trade association, has launched an all-new,

secure and content-rich Web platform at www.plasticsindustry.org

that tailors content for niche audiences within the global plastics

industry, consumers and journalists. Featuring a bold design, user-

friendly navigation and cutting-edge technology, SPI’s new Web

platform replaces a predecessor that was created more than a decade

ago.

TOP SPI ISSUES… The top SPI issues, which follow, will strongly

support sustained economic growth.

¿ SPI strongly supports legislation to allow states to opt out of

moratoria against natural gas development activities in the Outer

Continental Shelf (OCS). This will allow near-term access to the

enormous natural gas reserves under our offshore waters.

¿ SPI strongly supports the R&D Tax  credit. 

¿ Members of the Food Packaging Industry Coalition are working

to continue the necessary funding to continue FDA’s Food Contact

Notification program in 2009 and beyond.  needed funding for the

FCN Program.

¿¿¿¿¿ SPI strongly supports H.R. 2942, the “Currency Reform for Fair

Trade Act of 2007.” Known as the Ryan-Hunter bill, H.R. 2942

gives U.S. manufacturers harmed by China’s undervalued currency

relief under U.S. trade remedy laws.

¿ SPI is strongly opposed to legislation or regulation that would

alter, limit, or restrict current fair processes in union recognition

elections. The Employee Free Choice Act would allow the National

Labor Relations Board to certify a union – and prohibit a secret-

ballot election – if presented with signed authorization cards from a

majority of employees. n

We have EXPANDED beyond consulting
services to the fluoropolymer industry.  Our
new business model allows you to run your
fluoropolymer part production facility
profitably by partial sourcing
from Asia.  Our offices in China and India
make it easy for you to do business with
Asia!

www.FluoroConsultants.com
Dr. Sina Ebnesajjad, President

Tel: 302/540-9887  Fax: 610/388-1368
email: Sina@FluoroConsultants.com


