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FPD Highlights – April 2006 
SPI Activities in Support of FPD 
SPI explores feasibility of group health insurance benefits.  Responding to the single most requested benefit, 
SPI is exploring the possibility of offering group health insurance for member companies. By putting together a 
large pool of many member companies and their employees, SPI could be able to help companies enhance 
employee benefit packages and lower overhead costs by garnering more cost-efficient group rates and multiple 
plan designs. 
 

SPI launches campaign to build on “Fantastic Plastics Works®” success.  Launched in 
2004, SPI’s Fantastic Plastics Works exhibit at INNOVENTIONS® in Epcot® at the Walt 
Disney World Resort has a goal to improve the public’s understanding of the plastics 
industry and encourage careers in plastics. The exhibit has been visited by nearly half a 
million people since it opened. Surveys indicate that 81 percent of the guests report a 

favorable impression of our industry. “Fantastic Plastics Works®” is funded entirely by generous industry 
supporters. To date, SPI has raised 55 percent of the monies needed to fund the project through 2007. For more 
information on how your company can support the exhibit and details on sponsor benefits, contact SPI Vice 
President, Tracy Cullen at 202/974-5282. 
 

FPD Activities 
FALL  2006  CONFERENCE  will  be  held at Barton Creek Resort – the golf capital of Texas – in Austin on 
September 17-19, 2006. Mike Haley and Steve Schwartz are the co-chairpersons. 
 
SPRING 2007 CONFERENCE will be held at the Hyatt Tamaya Resort in Santa Ana Pueblo, NM (near 
Albuquerque) March 25-28, 2007. Kenneth Koziel and Dan Loffa are the conference co-chairs. 
 

FPD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE −  Richard Baillie’s term as EC chairman will end this June, and he 
received many plaudits at the Spring Conference for his top-notch leadership in a challenging period for FPD. 
The nominating committee is working to find a replacement for Richard. The committee agreed to keep the 
FPD assessment at $750 for 2006.   
 
MEMBERSHIP  DRIVE – A membership marketing plan has been developed and will be implemented in 
coming months. John Ostroot is the membership chairman. The marketing plan includes: development and 
follow up on a targeted prospect list, plus development and upgrading of a FPD membership marketing 

brochure, an “FPD values” list, and a “Why Join SPI/FPD” presentation. We have five recent new members − 
see “People on the Move” below. 
  

MONTHLY FPD HIGHLIGHTS − Please include E. Robert (Bob) Hill on your press release list at 
eben_hill@msn.com, so we can note your company and staff accomplishments and honors.   
 

FLUOROGUIDE − We tentatively plan to update FluoroGuide and the related Section and Member tables 
again in late May or June A full update was posted on this web site in late January 2006.  Please check your 
company input on our website and give Bob Hill any needed further revisions at eben_hill@msn.com.   
 

UPDATED FLUOROPOLYMERS  SAFE HANDLING GUIDE NOW AVAILABLE – The Guide to the 
Safe Handling of Fluoropolymers Resins - Fourth Edition  is now posted on the FPD web site at 
www.fluoropolymers.org as a pdf  file. This valuable guide is free from FPD. 
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FPD WEB SITE HITS continue to increase steadily, and reached 415k hits, up from 367k hits in the prior 
quarter. We plan to develop members-only sections for FPD web sites in accordance with the rollout of SPI’s 
new web strategy. 
 

FPD Section Activities 
FPD Section activities continue to be strongly emphasized at all of our conferences.  
 

CUSTOM COATERS 

A coaters MACT CD for states has been completed. A coaters membership drive is underway. PFOA 
and VOC remain the key issues for the coaters section. 
 

PTFE PROCESSORS 

 The Processors Web Site is now online at www.ptfeparts.org and several enhancements are planned.  A key 
issue is threats of globalization to U.S. businesses and strategies to address this threat.  

 
WIRE & CABLE SECTION 

Gary Stanitis (Daikin-America) is the Section’s new Chairman.  The group is currently focused on sprinkler 
codes and is preparing for the National Electric Code revision cycle. Three consultants are under contract and 
funded.  It is the Section’s desire for SPI to be a preeminent voice in the Codes and Standards arena.  The 
prime focus of the Section will remain in the Wire and Cable area, but the Section will undertake code issues 
relevant to the needs of the Fluoropolymers Division as needed. 

People on the Move 
ADVANCED FLEXIBLE COMPOSITES, a processor, has rejoined FPD.  Bill Lewis is CEO/President and 
the prime contact will be Michael Baker, Director of Marketing, at 847/841-4025.  Web site is 
www.AFConline.com. Welcome back, Bill and Michael!! 
 
DYNEON recently named Claude Lavallee as Senior Research Specialist for Dyneon Specialty Additives. In 
this role, he is responsible for specialty additive new product development, as well as for the enhancement of 
existing products. Dyneon also recently named Janice Bennett as National Sales Manager, Specialty Additives. 
In her new role, Bennett will be responsible for directing North American Specialty Additives' sales activity in 
polyethylene processing and field sales development of new applications in adjacent markets, including blow 
molding and pipe extrusion. 
 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE nominated and the membership approved the following members to serve 
on the FPD Executive Committee for a two year period: Richard Baillie, W.L. Gore; Bruce Nesbitt, Orion 
Industries; Mike Patterson, Intech Services; Bob Smith, DuPont and Dave Willis, Whitford Corp. 

. 
NEW MEMBERS – We have five recent new members: John Lindell of Lindell and Associates, a consultant;  
Flontech USA,  a PTFE compounds producer;  The Decc Company, a coater; Dr.Sina Ebnesajjad, a 
consultant, and Advanced Flexible Composites, a processor. Welcome and congratulations.  
 

Industry Highlights 
ADVANCED FLEXIBLE COMPOSITES, Inc. (AFC) is pleased to announce the addition of a new 90″ wide 
calendar. The new calendar capabilities will support AFC’s DuraFab® PTFE coated fabric product line and will 
improve surface finish on AFC’s DuraFab®, DuraLam® and DuraChef® PTFE coated and laminated fabrics.  
Bud Terpstra, V.P. of Engineering for AFC commented, “The calendar will not only improve the surface 
finish on our coated PTFE fabrics, but will assist us in improving fiber bundle penetration. Many of our fabrics 
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are coated in multiple passes, the calendaring allows for better uniformity at greater widths than most 
competitors.” For further information, contact Michael Baker, Director of Marketing at 800/334-9372.  

 

ADVANCED FLEXIBLE COMPOSITES, Inc. (AFC) has been approved as a supplier to Arby’s Restaurants 
Group, Inc. AFC will supply its new DuraChef® Blue high-speed vertical toaster belt and DuraChef® PTFE 

release sheets for use in high speed toaster applications. The DuraChef series of proprietary belt wrappers are 
the next generation of conveying for high-speed vertical toasters used in the restaurant industry. AFC’s Director 

of Marketing, Mike Baker commented, “Our DuraChef belts have proven to out perform and last longer than 
our competitors’ belts. This longer life has directly reduced store owners operational costs. DuraChef® belts 
offer a unique combination of grip and release properties required in high speed vertical toasting applications.” 
For further information, contact Michael Baker at 800/334-9372.  

GORE −−−− Using ePTFE with a dielectric constant of 1.3 allows for more than a 20% reduction in cable diameter 
over and insulation with a 2.2 dielectric constant. This supports development of copper cable assemblies for 
high-speed backplane connector systems (10gbits/s and beyond). 

 
PLASTOMER TECHNOLOGIES recently launched its new website www.plastomertech.com. The site has 
improved functionality and user navigation while integrating all three Plastomer Technologies business units 
into one cohesive, user-friendly site.  The clean, consistent appearance reflects Plastomer Technologies status as 
being the industry leader in PTFE fine powder processing, granular PTFE resin processing, and the fabrication 
and modification of fluoropolymer chemicals.  Plastomer Technologies also offers e-commerce capabilities to 
its customers through a direct link to the Plastomer e-Store from the new site. For additional information, please 
contact us.  
 
ARKEMA announces a 50% capacity increase at its Changshu Forane® 22 plant in China. 
Opened in 2000, the Changshu Forane® 22 production plant, 120 km west of Shanghai, enjoys hydrofluoric 
acid integration. A larger production capacity will allow Arkema to develop its position in Asia's buoyant 
markets, for both refrigeration and the manufacture of fluorinated polymers. Arkema is the sole western 
producer of fluorochemicals in China.  
 
DUPONT Fire Extinguishants and DuPont Cabling Solutions joined forces at the National Facilities 
Management & Technology (NFM&T) Conference and Expo – the largest event of its kind for facility 
professionals –at the Baltimore Convention Center in March 2006. During the event, the businesses showcased 
the important fire safety benefits that DuPont™ FE clean agent fire extinguishants, DuPont™ certified limited 
combustible cable, and DuPont™ Abandoned Cable Services (ACS) offer to the facility management industry. 
Stacy Cashin, network safety specialist, DuPont Cabling Solutions, also delivered a paper addressing the fire 
safety hazards of abandoned cabling. In commercial facilities where people and high value assets are present, 
DuPont™ FE clean agent fire extinguishants, DuPont™ certified limited combustible cable, and DuPont™ 
Abandoned Cable Services (ACS can prevent or significantly minimize the costly effects of smoke and flames, 
including business downtime, data loss, damage to high-value equipment, and personal injury.  
 
DYNEON expands plastics additives laboratory in Shanghai, China. This laboratory has been in 
operation since 2000, serving the needs of plastics and packaging manufacturers in China and around the 
Pacific Rim. The newest laboratory systems enable Dyneon to provide even more product 
development services, enhance productivity, and reduce cycle times for customers in Asia with analytical 
resources and full, on-site technical support. 
 
DYNEON opens polymer processing additives laboratory in Bangalore, India. The new laboratory will 
enable Dyneon to accelerate product development, enhance productivity, and reduce cycle times for Asian 
customers by means of analytical resources and full, on-site technical support.  


