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FPD Highlights – March 2006 

SPI Activities in Support of FPD 

Projections indicate greater size, more international participation and technological 

diversity at NPE 2006 (June 19–23 in Chicago).   Based on exhibitor contracts, surveys and 
visitor pre-registrations to date, NPE 2006 will achieve targeted exhibitor and visitor totals, 
attract more international participation, and present the broadest range of technologies ever 
featured at the triennial trade show.  

NATURAL GAS CRISIS − SPI members press Congress to address natural gas crisis.  On February 15–
16, SPI members participated in a second Congressional Fly-In coordinated by the Industrial Energy Consumers 
of America (IECA) to discuss their concerns about access to affordable natural gas with key members of the 
Senate. SMG1 Chair Pete Jones of Wexco Corporation (Lynchburg, VA) was joined by SPI members Jon 
Bemis and Steve Kolste of Bemis Manufacturing and Gene Steadman of Celanese/Ticona (Washington, DC) in 
representing SPI during discussions that centered on drilling in the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). 
 

U.S.-CHINA TRADE RELATIONS −−−− SPI applauds USTR plan to level playing field for U.S.-China 

trade relations. In support of creating a more level playing field for U.S. plastic manufacturers in trade 
relations with China, SPI President William Carteaux issued a statement on February 23 supporting action items 
announced by the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) in a report the agency released February 14. 
The report “U.S.–China Trade Relations: Entering a new Phase of Greater Accountability and Enforcement” 
outlines the USTR’s findings and recommendations to significantly open the Chinese market to U.S. goods and 
services, enforce protection of U.S. intellectual property rights, and hold China strictly accountable to its WTO 
obligations. 
 
SPI WEB SITE MAJOR UPGRADE – At the January 2006 FPD Ex Committee Meeting, Allen Weidman 
presented SPI’s new vision for its website and e-mail marketing tools.  Member-only web sections for FPD will 
be established in accordance with the rollout of SPI’s new web strategy. 

 
FPD Activities 
SPRING 2006 CONFERENCE is planned for the Westin at Hilton Head Island on March 26-29, 2006. 
Preston Hollier and Terence Neville are the co-chairs. This conference will have two solid days of solid 
business programs on Monday and Tuesday, with 6-7 speakers in the general sessions, with golf on Sunday and 
Wednesday mornings.  
 

The Fluoropolymer Manufacturers Group (FMG) and Fluoropolymer Processors Group (FPG) will present 
an update on recent developments on the subject of PFOA including: 

• Update on efforts between industry and the EPA 

• EPA’s PFOA Product Stewardship Program announcement  

• Report on the Science Advisory Panel’s draft report  

• Media coverage, reaction and industry response  
 

A celebration for the Division’s 50th anniversary is planned. This celebration will focus on former FPD 
chairmen, but there is also a general invitation to Fluoropolymers Industry pioneers. The celebration will 
showcase Division history, and will include a slideshow presentation with historical photos for Tuesday Dinner 
event.  Register and check details on www.fluoropolymers.org. 
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FALL  2006  CONFERENCE  will  be  held at Barton Creek Resort – the golf capital of Texas – in Austin on 
September 17-19, 2006. Mike Haley and Steve Schwartz are co-chairpersons. 
 

MEMBERSHIP  DRIVE – A membership marketing plan has been developed and will be implemented in 
coming months. The Executive Committee has gratefully accepted Don Duncan’s (former SPI President) offer 
to help with the membership activities.  John Ostroot was appointed the new membership chairman. The 
marketing plan includes: development and follow up on a targeted prospect list,  plus development and 
upgrading of a FPD membership marketing brochure, an “FPD values” list, and a “Why Join SPI/FPD” 
presentation.  
 

MONTHLY FPD HIGHLIGHTS − Please include E. Robert (Bob) Hill on your press release list at 
eben_hill@msn.com, so we can note your company and staff accomplishments and honors.   
 

FLUOROGUIDE − A full update of FluoroGuide, FPD’s Directory of Member Products and Services, and the 
related Section tables were posted on this web site in late January 2006.  Please check your company input on 
our website and give Bob Hill any needed further revisions at eben_hill@msn.com.   

 

UPDATED FLUOROPOLYMERS  SAFE HANDLING GUIDE NOW AVAILABLE – The Guide to the 
Safe Handling of Fluoropolymers Resins - Fourth Edition  is now posted on the FPD web site at 
www.fluoropolymers.org as a pdf  file. This valuable guide is free from FPD. 
 
FPD WEB SITE HITS continue to increase steadily, and reached 367k hits in the latest quarter. A Processors 
web site is now on line at www.ptfeparts.org with good initial content.  We plan to develop members-only 
sections for FPD web sites in accordance with the rollout of SPI’s new web strategy. 
 

FPD Section Activities 
FPD Section activities continue to be strongly emphasized at our conferences.  
 

Come join the processors for a wine tasting social at 1:30 pm on Tuesday , March 28. The 
processors are going to forgo their standard business meeting in favor of a casual and informal gathering for all. 
All FPD members, pioneers etc. and their guests are invited.   Following the wine tasting activity, there will be an 
informal discussion with interesting handouts about the past 50 years of PTFE Processing.  

 

CUSTOM COATERS 

A coaters MACT CD for states has been completed. A coaters membership drive is underway, and a 
number of new attendees were present at the Coaters Section at the Fall 2005 Conference. PFOA and 
VOC remain the key issues for the coaters section. 
 

PTFE PROCESSORS 

 The Processors Web Site is now online at www.ptfeparts.org and several enhancements are planned.  A key 
issue is threats of globalization to U.S. businesses and strategies to address this threat.  

 
LINED PRODUCTS PRODUCERS  

The companion booklet to the LPS/MTI Fluoropolymer Lined Products CD will be printed in January. 
Lined Products web site is on-line, and refinements are planned. 

  

WIRE & CABLE SECTION 
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Gary Stanitis (Daikin-America) is the Section’s new Chairman.  The group is currently focused on sprinkler 
codes and is preparing for the National Electric Code revision cycle. Three consultants are under contract and 
funded. We will be reviewing the consultants work plans at the upcoming Spring Conference. 

 It is the Section’s desire for SPI to be a preeminent voice in the Codes and Standards arena.  The 
prime focus of the Section will remain in the Wire and Cable area, but the Section will undertake code issues 
relevant to the needs of the Fluoropolymers Division as needed. 

People on the Move 
NEW MEMBERS – We have four recent new members: John Lindell of Lindell and Associates, a consultant;  
Flontech USA,  a PTFE compounds producer;  The Decc Company, a coater; and Dr.Sina Ebnesajjad, a 
consultant. Welcome and congratulations. We look forward to seeing you at the Spring Conference at Hilton 
Head. 
 
Our newest member, Dr.Sina Ebnesajjad, heads FluoroConsultants Group, LLC. They specialize in bringing 
complete solutions to industries that process or use fluoropolymers. Contact Sina at 610/388-1368 or at 
editor@WilliamAndrew.com or check the web site at www.FluoroConsultant.com.  
 

Industry Highlights 

ARKEMA, the world's second largest fluorochemicals producer, announces an investment of about $ 45M to 
convert one of its Calvert City (Kentucky) units, using Arkema-patented technology, to produce the HFC-32 
next-generation refrigerant fluid. HFC-32 is an essential component of tomorrow's refrigerant blends (HFCs or 
HydroFluoroCarbons), including Forane® 410A which has emerged as the successor to HCFC-22 refrigerant. 
Scheduled to begin its phase-out by the year 2010 in North America, Forane®22 will be replaced by 
Forane®410A over the next few years.  Scheduled for startup in 2007, Arkema's Calvert City plant will become 
the world's largest HFC-32 production site, benefiting from proven technology, an ideal location to supply the 
North American market, and experienced personnel. The project confirms Arkema's commitment to 
environmentally sound new-generation refrigerants.  

DAIKIN RESPONSE −−−− EPA’S 2010/2015 PFOA STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM.  In response to your letter 
of January 25, 2006, Daikin America Inc. (DAI) will participate in the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) 2010/2015 PFOA Stewardship Program. We look forward to working with EPA to understand the 
specifics of this program and develop an appropriate strategy for our company to pursue the goals you have set 
forth.  

As EPA knows, DAI has been working for several years to reduce PFOA releases from its U.S. facilities and to 
limit the amount of PFOA and PFOA precursors in the products we sell. We have provided detailed progress 
reports on these efforts to your staff. In fact, we are already close to meeting the 2010 goals of the Stewardship 
Program. We believe that the progress DAI has already made provides a strong platform for further progress.  

In expressing our willingness to be a partner with EPA in this matter, we know you understand that further work 
is needed to clarify several aspects of the program. For example, companies will need to decide how to define 
baselines where historical data is not readily available. Companies will need to decide whether to define their 
performance on product content in terms of specific products or certain product categories. As your letter 
indicates, there will also be a need for consultation about appropriate analytical standards and laboratory 
methods. Perhaps the most significant issue needing further clarification will be what “working toward the 
elimination of PFOA” means.  
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We also note that EPA calls this effort a “global stewardship program.” We have consulted with the Japanese 
government about this program, and it is clear that EPA will need to engage in appropriate coordination with 
other governments to avoid misunderstandings about the program’s intended reach.  

Recognizing that many issues in the Stewardship Program will need further consideration and any program with 
a 10-year life span will change as new information becomes available, DAI is nonetheless willing to participate 
and assist EPA in developing the Program. We look forward to working with the Agency and thank you for this 
opportunity.   Sincerely, SATOSHI DOI President  

DYNEON −The International Racing Circuit in Bahrain just opened this year and is a technical marvel within 
the surrounding Bedouin desert scene. This is the first Formula One track in an Arab country and is close to five 
and a half kilometers long with 15 turns and three straights. Holding 45,000 spectators, other motor-sport events 
can also be held here. 

The racetrack is designed in the style of a typical Arabian Bedouin tent. All buildings and grandstands have 
roof structures made entirely of glass-fabric membranes coated with high-performance Dyneon(TM) PTFE. 
Their weatherproofed surface can withstand both the searing sun and the salty, sand-laden desert winds typical 
of the Persian Gulf. Only extremely durable materials can survive the hot and humid climate of Bahrain. The 
intense sunlight, high relative humidity and strong winds heavily laden with salt, sand and dust impose stringent 
requirements with respect to the UV stability and mechanical properties of the membrane coatings used.  
 


